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POWERSOCCER MATCH RAISES FUNDS, AWARENESS  

goal!  
By John Streit, Correspondent, 639-4805, vb.beaconsports@yahoo.com 

  

 
JOHN STREIT - Piranhas players Kevin Mulholland, left, passes the ball to teammate Samuel Sawyer. 

 

     Although teachers were behind the controls of a fleet of power wheelchairs, 

it quickly became clear that they weren’t prepared for what was to come.  

   This was the game of power soccer and the Hampton Roads Piranhas was blowing 

past the faculty of Kemps Landing Magnet School, passing the ball effectively 

with their wheelchairs and running plays that often left the teachers shaking 

their heads as goal after goal went between the posts.  

   “As soon as they put their footguards on, they’re soccer players,” said 

Piranhas coach Stephen Belechak, who watched the game as his team took on the 

Kemps Landing faculty in an exhibition match at the school on Jan. 21. The 

exhibition served as a fundraiser for the team and exposure to power soccer to 

the Kemps Landing community.  
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   While no one kept track of the score – it was a lot for the Piranhas to zero 

for the faculty – the game served as a showcase as the wheelchair athletes 

demonstrated their skills.  

   According to Chris Mulholland, the Chesapeake 

man who introduced the sport locally and whose 

21-year-old son, Kevin, plays on the Piranhas, 

these exhibitions are positive steps for the 

development of the sport.  

   “I’m a retired professional referee, so my son 

would follow me everywhere that I did games,” 

said Mulholland. “Now, I follow him all over the 

place with power soccer.”  

   Mulholland said he stumbled across the sport five years ago while he was a 

soccer official. Kevin, an avid soccer fan who was diagnosed with Duchenne 

muscular dystrophy when he was 4 years old, had been forced to watch from the 

sidelines because of the genetic disability.  

   That changed when Mulholland formed the Virginia Power Soccer Association, 

which also has a team in Richmond and is looking to form more.  

   “It’s great, because otherwise these people would be in their houses on the 

computer or playing video games,” said Mulholland, who added that wheelchair 

users of any age can play power soccer with the Piranhas.  

   “When they’re playing, their heart rates increase and they’re using muscles 

and tensing up, so it’s great for them physically.”  

 

   Mulholland forged a relationship with the Piranhas, a men’s and women’s 

semipro franchise in the United Soccer Leagues, and soon, the area’s local power 

soccer team also boasted the same nickname.  

   “We just want to help get the word out and support these players,” said Marcie 

Laumann, owner of the Piranhas. Her husband, Doc, teaches at Kemps Landing and 

organized the exhibition game when he learned one of the school’s students, 

sixth-grader Nikki Dwyer, was a member of the Piranhas power soccer team. She 

was diagnosed at birth with spinal muscular atrophy type II, which is genetic.  

   Nikki, who played 

goalkeeper and on offense 

during the match, said being 

a part of the sport is 

special.  

   “It’s fun to play a sport 

with people and be a part of 

a team,” she said. “We 

usually have games on 

Saturdays, so now I’m never 

bored on the weekends.”  

 
 

JOHN STREIT - Kemps Landing Magnet 

guidance counselor Stacie Martinson 

laughs as she kicks off as the 

school’s faculty took on the 

Hampton Roads Piranhas power soccer 

team at the exhibition.  


